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Cuomo provides update on vaccinations
911,000 vaccines will be distributed to providers by end of week 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo on Tues-
day updated New Yorkers on the 
state’s COVID-19 vaccine distri-
bution efforts. By the end of this 
week, the state will have distrib-
uted approximately 911,000 fi rst 
doses of the vaccine to providers 
for administration to eligible New 
Yorkers. Additionally, the gover-
nor announced that, to date, 3,762 
providers have applied and been 
approved by the state to serve as 
vaccination sites. Currently, 636 lo-
cations are now activated and are 
able to begin vaccinating eligible 
New Yorkers. 

To prepare for the next phase of 
eligibility, Cuomo is encouraging 
essential worker groups such as 
police departments, fi re depart-
ments, educators and public transit 
organizations to begin developing 
plans to vaccinate their workforce. 
Plans would ease the burden on 
hospitals and other vaccination lo-
cations when the general public be-
comes eligible to receive a vaccine.

In addition, the governor renewed 
his call on the federal government 
to test all travelers from outside the 
U.S. His press release stated, “De-
spite the fact that the highly trans-
missible U.K. strain has been identi-
fi ed in 33 countries, as well as here 
in the state of New York, the federal 
government has yet to learn from 
mistakes made in the spring and 
mandate testing for international 
travelers entering the country.”

“The vaccine is the weapon that 
will win this war and we must 
move quickly and effi ciently to get 
New Yorkers vaccinated as soon 
they become eligible,” Cuomo 
said. “All health care workers can 
now receive the vaccine and the 
state is working around the clock 
to ensure resources are in place 
as more and more members of the 
general public become eligible to 
receive it. While these efforts are 
underway, the U.K. strain of the 
virus remains highly problematic 
– it is here and it could complicate 
matters further, as it is much more 
transmissible. Despite all of this, 

the federal government continues 
its refusal to test all international 
travelers entering the country. 
Government is supposed to be 
competent, government leaders 
are supposed to be competent. We 
already saw this situation play out 
in the spring – have we learned 
nothing?”

New York is working to distrib-
ute vaccines to eligible groups “as 
fairly and expeditiously as possi-
ble.” Work is also under way to pre-
pare for widespread vaccination of 
the general public once allowable 
under state guidelines. As part of 
this work, New York has worked 

with the public and private sectors 
across the state to develop a “retail 
network” of vaccination provider 
sites. Similar to operations for the 
annual distribution of the infl uenza 
vaccine and ongoing COVID-19 
testing, these sites will help ensure 
access to the vaccine through mul-
tiple locations in each of the state’s 
10 regions. The network includes 
pharmacies, federally qualifi ed 
health centers, local health depart-
ments, private urgent care clinics, 
private doctor networks, and other 
sites capable of vaccinations. 

More sites continue to be added 
to the network every day.

In an effort to take preemptive 
steps to ensure this network of 
sites does not become immediately 
overwhelmed once the vaccine is 
available to the general public, the 
governor is encouraging essential 
worker groups such as police de-
partments, fi re departments, edu-
cators and public transit organiza-
tions to begin developing plans for 
their workforce, if possible. The 
press release noted, “The more 
groups of essential workers able 
to receive vaccines through inter-
nal distribution plans, the more 
availability there will be for those 
New Yorkers seeking the vaccine 
through the ‘retail network.’ ”

To further bolster these plans, 
New York is continuing to move 
forward on a number of special 
efforts to ensure resources are in 

place to facilitate widespread vac-
cination, especially in underserved 
communities. Pop-up vaccination 
centers will be established to facili-
tate public vaccinations. The state 
is also identifying public facilities 
and convention centers to also be 
used as vaccination centers. This 
includes the Javits Center, as well 
as SUNY and CUNY facilities. The 
state is also actively recruiting re-
tired nurses, doctors and pharma-
cists to support vaccine adminis-
trations.

A main focus of these efforts is 
ensuring vaccine access in under-
served communities and health 
care deserts. The state has al-
ready begun building community 
vaccination kits and working with 
public housing offi cials, churches 
and community centers to support 
these efforts and deploy kits to the 
appropriate locations. Each kit in-
cludes step-by-step instructions 
for how to set up a site, and critical 
supplies and equipment such as: 

√ Offi ce supplies 
√ Workstation equipment 
√ Communications equipment 
√ Cleaning supplies 
√ Lighting equipment 
√ PPE 
√ Crowd/traffi c control equip-

ment 
√ Vials 
√ Syringes 
√ Room dividers 
√ Privacy curtains

Gov. Andrew Cuomo provides a coronavirus update from the Red Room at 
the State Capitol. To his right is New York Health Commissioner Dr. Howard 
Zucker. (Photo by Mike Groll/Offi ce of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo)
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nation to require these measures 
and, if successfully implemented, 
it could serve as a model for re-
opening entertainment venues 
across New York.”

“Bills fans have waited decades 
in order to attend a home play-
off game and we have worked to 
build an innovative pilot program 
to make that happen safely,” 
Cuomo said. “All season long, the 
Bills’ stellar play has captured a 
certain energy and charisma that 
is undoubtedly infectious, but we 
all need to be smart. We’re in con-
trol of our destiny and how we act 
is going to determine what comes 
next. So while this is a time for 

excitement and celebration, it’s 
critical that everyone follow the 
guidelines and practice the safe 
behaviors we know work. If ev-
eryone does their part, I believe 
this pilot will be successful.”

New York State Health Com-
missioner Dr. Howard Zucker 
said, “Throughout this pandemic, 
Gov. Cuomo and the Department 
of Health have repeatedly re-
searched and instituted metrics 
to help us manage the spread of 
this dangerous disease. The pub-
lic health analysis from this pilot 
project will help us safely plan for 
future large gatherings and serve 
as a model for other states. Re-
gardless of whether you attend in 

person or not, we urge you to be 
safe and be smart.”

Buffalo Bills’ owners Kim and 
Terry Pegula said, “We know that 
fans have been waiting 25 years 
to be able to attend a home play-
off game. We thank the governor 
and his entire team, and BioRe-
ference for working diligently 
with the Bills organization. We all 
know what needs to be done and 
we all need to do our part, so do 
the fans – please remember to be 
compliant, wear your mask and 
socially distance. 

“Go Bills!”
Under the plan, team staff will 

control all exit and entry points to 
the stadium and only fans with a 
documented negative COVID-19 
test will be allowed inside. Test-
ing will be conducted in partner-

ship with BioReference. Once 
inside the stadium, fans will be 
required to wear a mask at all 
times and adhere to strict social 
distancing protocols. Fans who 
refuse to comply with these proto-
cols will be removed from the sta-
dium. Ushers will also be present 
throughout the stadium to ensure 
all fans are in compliance. 

As part of the state’s review, 
personnel from the Department 
of Health traveled to other stadi-
ums outside of New York where 
similar protocols are in place to 
confi rm their effectiveness.

Tailgating remains banned un-
der this plan and New Yorkers 
are being reminded to avoid gath-
erings and parties before, during 
and after the game as these events 
are “prime for viral spread.”

With Democrats now poised 
to take control of the U.S. Sen-
ate, Cuomo said he would have 
to rewrite his State of the State 
address, which he will present 
Monday. As such, the governor 
– a Bills fan – said he couldn’t at-
tend the 1:05 p.m. game, which 
will be televised on CBS (WIVB-
TV Channel 4).

“I’m going to give my Bills tick-
et to a nurse from Erie County 
Medical Center, ECMC, as a way 
of saying thank you and honor-
ing all health care heroes, and I 
will be doing that; so I’ll be here 
working on the State of the State, 
which will be a labor of love actu-
ally, because it’s going to be bet-
ter news, and we deserve better 
news,” Cuomo said.

Mt. St. Mary’s
monoclonal antibody 

therapy clinic
Mount St. Mary’s Hospital in 

Lewiston is opening Catholic 
Health’s fi rst monoclonal antibiotic 
therapy clinic for the treatment of 
COVID-19 this week. The outpa-
tient clinic is designed for individu-
als who have tested positive for 

COVID-19 in the previous 10 days, 
and are 65 years of age or older or 
have other chronic medical condi-
tions that could lead to hospitaliza-
tion. The treatment is given intra-
venously by medical infusion.

“Monoclonal antibiotic therapy 
has been shown to prevent esca-
lation of the disease in high-risk 
COVID-19 positive patients,” said 
Thomas Cumbo, M.D., chief medi-
cal offi cer of Mount St. Mary’s 

Hospital. “Preventing hospitaliza-
tion and disease progression in 
this patient population is so impor-
tant, and this treatment is effective 
on both fronts.”

The clinic has expanded treat-
ment capacity, which is credited to 
the comprehensive efforts made 
to ensure all safety and quality 
protocols were exceeded prior to 
opening. Cumbo, who is also an in-
fectious disease specialist, said he 
sees the clinic as an opportunity to 
enhance care in Niagara County 
and outside the region, and is con-
fi dent the efforts will prove even 
more benefi cial beyond the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

“This clinic is just the begin-
ning,” he said. “As we continue 
to assess the health care needs of 
our community, our plan is to offer 
other infusion services that will im-
prove public health while serving 
the residents of Niagara County 
close to home.”

Patients with COVID-19 should 
contact their primary physician to 
discuss a referral to the clinic as an 
option in their treatment.
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